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In our continued vision to amplify the importance of conservation 

by bringing the land to the people and people to the land, 

Palmer hosted more events in 2023 than in the history of 

our organization. Palmer members and our community 

play a pivotal role in conservation and, ultimately, make 

conservation happen. These gatherings not only strengthened 

the bonds within our community and the land but also served 

as a reminder of the profound impact we can have when we 

stand united around protecting the Colorado we love.

As we look ahead, I am inspired by the legacy we are building 

together. Your support has made a lasting mark on the conservation 

landscape. Our shared commitment will continue to shape a future 

where Colorado's natural beauty is protected for generations. Thank 

you for being an essential part of Palmer's conservation legacy. 

Yours in conservation,
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As we reflect on the past year, I am filled with gratitude and 

pride for all we accomplished together in pursuing our shared 

mission—to protect land and water for the well-being of nature 

and people. In 2023, Palmer Land Conservancy made significant 

strides in safeguarding our state's natural beauty, thanks to 

the unwavering support of our community and dedicated 

donors like you. Your commitment has driven our success 

as we move closer to the goals within our most ambitious 

strategic plan, Land for Life, in Palmer's 46-year history.

We kickstarted the year by conserving a property within one 

of the fastest-growing regions in Colorado, northern El Paso 

County. This accomplishment is a testament to our collective 

dedication to preserving our state's unique ecosystems amidst 

rapid urban expansion. Palmer also advanced critical regional 

projects of national significance with progress on balanced water 

conservation solutions throughout the Lower Arkansas Valley, 

including the Bessemer Farmland Conservation Project and the 

Las Animas Consolidated and Extension Water Sharing Program. 

A keystone of the year was forming a multi-year partnership 

to protect 80,000 acres of Colorado Springs' natural beauty 

while also ensuring our military's security and resiliency. By 

recognizing the interconnectedness of our environment and 

national defense, the SOAR initiative exemplifies the impact we can 

achieve when communities come together with a shared vision.

LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENT & CEO
Now is the time to protect the 
land and water that define 
who we are as Coloradans 

Water for Life
Bessemer Farmland Conservation Project 14

MIRASOL, Looking at the Sun 15

Photo: Wesley Trimble, Palmer Land Conservancy
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ORGANIZATIONAL 
EXCELLENCE

In December 2023, we welcomed five esteemed individuals to our board of trustees, each bringing a wealth of 

experience and dedication to advancing conservation efforts across Colorado. At the heart of Palmer's mission 

lies the belief that people are conservation's greatest resource. Their diverse skills, expertise, and passion for 

environmental stewardship will undoubtedly fortify our commitment to protecting Colorado's natural beauty for 

future generations.

With heartfelt gratitude, we honor Matthew Niznik for his dedication 

and remarkable leadership as the Chair of the Board of Trustees 

for the past two years. His commitment to Palmer's mission is 

truly admirable and has left a lasting impact on the organization.

As the baton is passed from one leader to the next, Palmer 

Land Conservancy welcomes John Geary as the new board 

chair. As the owner and president of GLM Development Co., he 

has also demonstrated a commitment to sustainable land and 

timber management. John is following in the footsteps of his 

uncle, Stu Dodge, who was Palmer's first executive director. Stu 

Dodge, alongside countless volunteers, helped guide legacy 

conservation work in the Pikes Peak region. It is a well-known 

story that for all of Stu's remarkable vision and energy put into 

conservation, Palmer paid him $1 per year as executive director. 

Randy Evetts
Pueblo County

Carol Cannon
El Paso County

Howard Kenison
Denver County

Amy McCoy
El Paso County

Chris Wiseman
Pueblo County

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Board of Trustees Update

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO MATTHEW NIZNIK AND WELCOME JOHN GEARY 

Palmer welcomes new Chair of 
the Board of Trustees

Citizen of the West
The National Western Stock Show bestowed the esteemed Citizen of the West award 

upon Palmer Board Trustee General Ralph E. “Ed” Eberhart. This special recognition 

is a testament to his unwavering commitment to our country, embodying the very 

ideals of Western lifestyle, agricultural heritage, and pioneering traditions.

General Eberhart’s journey is woven with valor and dedication. A retired four-star 

general and distinguished U.S. Air Force Academy graduate, he gained respect 

through his 36-year military service, which was marked by significant milestones. 

Notably, he steered the U.S. Northern Command and North American Aerospace 

Defense Command during a pivotal era after the September 11 attacks.

As the 45th Citizen of the West, General Eberhart embodies courage, integrity, 

and pioneering spirit. We are thrilled to honor this remarkable individual whose 

life story echoes the values of Palmer Land Conservancy. General Eberhart 

and his wife Karen stand as beacons of inspiration, reminding us of the 

profound impact one person can have on their nation and community.

Matt Niznik John Geary

General Ralph E. "Ed" Eberhart
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Heather Chaney Campbell 
Environmental Fellowship
Palmer Land Conservancy and the Heather Campbell Chaney Environmental 

Foundation proudly welcomed Tyler Yung as our Stewardship Environmental Fellow 

for the summer. Tyler, a student at Colorado College, brought valuable skills and a 

positive attitude to our team. He was selected as the recipient of the Heather Campbell 

Chaney Environmental Fellowship grant due to his strong commitment to environmental 

causes. Throughout the summer monitoring season, Tyler worked closely with 

Palmer's stewardship team to evaluate the condition of conserved properties. Tyler's 

acoustic band, the Porchbirds, even played tunes for the Bike the Bessemer lunch.  

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Taylor Shields

Photo: Wesley Trimble, Palmer Land Conservancy

ORGANIZATIONAL EXCELLENCE

Students from the environmental studies department at 

Colorado College joined our expert land team this year 

to learn on-the-ground land stewardship techniques. 

Organized by Theron Veron, Palmer’s Land Stewardship 

Manager, students helped remove invasive species like 

Mullen and Siberian Elm, thin over-populated Prickly Pear, 

and plant native seeds in disturbed soils at the Palmer-

protected Rawles Open Space. Students also volunteered 

at Palmer events and helped compile important data 

for conservation research on solar energy projects.

Training 
the Next 
Generation of 
Land Stewards

Tyler Yung

"I joined Palmer because I learned of the partnerships you have with 

government, private, and other non-profit groups and it seems like you all 

are efficient in your work. Supporting local farmers, preserving open spaces 

and their views, protecting water, and encouraging people to eat local are 

all priorities for me -- so we align pretty well. Thanks for all your work!"

Taylor Shields
PALMER MEMBER SINCE 2023
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LAND FOR PEOPLE

Cultivating Community 
with Engaging Events
TENACITY: WOMEN IN CONSERVATION 2023
Whether in heels or boots, women know how to get the work of conservation done! 

Women from all corners of Colorado gathered together to celebrate and learn from a panel of inspiring and knowledgeable women 

during Palmer's wildly successful annual TENACITY: Women in Conservation event on March 15, 2023. These women shared their 

visions, hopes, and concerns for the future of Colorado while also discussing how they harnessed their strengths to rise to the top 

of their respective fields and overcome adversity. Their stories, insights, and pearls of wisdom were genuinely moving and inspired 

participants to learn—and do—more. The sold-out crowd laughed and cried, reminded of the power of women supporting each other.

OUR SPEAKERS
Anne Castle (left)
Senior Fellow at the Getches-Wilkinson Center for 
Natural Resources, Energy, and the Environment 
at the University of Colorado Law School

Dawn DiPrince (center)
Executive Director of History Colorado

Jackie Miller (right) 
Executive Director of Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO)

2023 MAYORAL CANDIDATE FORUM FOR CONSERVATION
During the spring of 2023, the City of Colorado Springs was amidst an important mayoral race. To unite the community 

around conservation, water, and outdoor recreation, Palmer hosted a mayoral forum to hear the voices of prospective leaders 

about their views on these urgent and important topics. The turnout was remarkable, and the positive response from all 

involved made one thing clear —the land unites us all. Moderated by Alasyn Zimmerman of KOAA Channel 5 news, 11 of 

the 12 mayoral candidates joined for a robust discussion on the importance of protecting our natural resources.

Back by popular demand, Palmer hosted the third annual Pueblo 

farmland bike tour and farm-to-table lunch, which was the largest 

yet, attracting 150 cyclists. The educational and fun 12-mile 

cycling route featured century-old family-owned farms alongside 

the development growth of the region. The tour stopped at historic 

landmarks, including the Williams Seed Store, DiSanti Farms, and 

the Bessemer Irrigation Ditch, where participants heard stories 

from people who have lived and worked on the land for generations. 

Each stop illuminated a distinct aspect of southern Colorado's long 

legacy of growing food. Through listening and asking thoughtful 

questions, participants gained a deeper understanding and 

appreciation for a part of Colorado that is often overlooked.

After completing the tour loop, participants enjoyed a farm-

to-table lunch by the founders of Diavolo Pueblo and Bingo 

Burger, Mary Oreskovich and Richard Warner. Ticket proceeds 

and sponsorships of the event go to support Palmer's Land 

for Food and Water for Life conservation priorities.

CELEBRATING THE LAND SUMMER BBQ
Seventy Palmer members and their guests came together to celebrate their shared love 

for the land for a summer BBQ at the Double Eagle Ranch in Divide, a Palmer-protected 

property. Activities included hayrides, lawn games, live music from the Hickabees, and 

a delicious meal featuring local beef and a taste of yak from the PBJ Cattle Company. 

The Double Eagle Ranch is part of a 6,000-acre legacy conservation effort along 

Highway 24 between Woodland Park and Divide made possible by Palmer and a group 

of visionary landowners, donors, and partners who were committed to protecting 

agricultural, open space, and awe-inspiring views of Pikes Peak mountain, forever. 

WOMEN IN ACTION FALL 2023

Women from around Colorado gathered for Palmer's Women in Action 

quarterly luncheon featuring guest speaker Leah Davis Witherow, the 

Curator of History at the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum. 

Leah shared her profound enthusiasm and delight for the intricate history of our 

region with captivating stories about remarkable women and often over looked 

communities. She explained the importance of topophilia—the emotional 

bond with one's surroundings—and urged us to contemplate how studying the 

past can help us understand the present and shape our desired future.

“People shape place, and places shape people.” - Leah Davis Witherow

BIKE THE BESSEMER 2023

“The event was amazing and so smooth for having so 
many participants. The pacing was great and filled 
the time in a not-rushed way. The distance between 
stops was nice, and I appreciated hearing the 
personal stories from your partners. Having the bike 
support was key…The lunch presentation was the 
right length, and the food was absolutely amazing.”

- 2023 BIKE THE BESSEMER PARTICIPANT
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LAND FOR NATURE

A Collaboration for Conservation

In a groundbreaking move towards preserving Colorado 

Springs' natural beauty and military preparedness, The Nature 

Conservancy, Trust for Public Land, and Palmer Land Conservancy 

joined forces in 2023 and launched the Security, Open Space, 

and Agricultural Resiliency Initiative (SOAR). This multi-year 

endeavor aims to protect 80,000 acres of high-priority open 

spaces, wildlife habitat, and agricultural lands that are vital 

for military training areas across the Pikes Peak region. 

First Phase Achievement 

Under the SOAR Initiative's banner, the partners recently 

celebrated their first significant achievement: the acquisition 

of 11,900 acres of the historic Bohart Ranch, a considerable 

portion of a vast 48,000-acre property. The Nature Conservancy 

and Trust for Public Land led the acquisition of Bohart Ranch, 

and Palmer provided technical assistance and project support. 

The Bohart Ranch is home to diverse ecosystems, supporting 

over 200 plant species, 40 native mammal species, and 

numerous grassland bird species. This acquisition, covering 

nearly 19 square miles, marks the first phase of a multi-phase 

project to conserve the entire 75-square-mile ranch. This 

strategic move safeguards critical Air Force training areas, 

ensuring uninterrupted operations and pilot proficiency.

Beyond Conserved Acres

Crucially, the SOAR Initiative is not merely a conservation effort; 

it's a testament to the power of collaboration. Public-private 

partnerships with the U.S. Department of Defense's Readiness 

and Environmental Protection Integration (REPI) program, the 

Defense Mission Task Force, Great Outdoors Colorado, and private 

foundations and corporations exemplify the shared commitment 

and benefit to preserving nature, bolstering military readiness, 

and ensuring a sustainable future for Colorado Springs.

A ONCE-IN-A-GENERATION CONSERVATION OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PIKES PEAK REGION 

Preserving Nature and Securing 
Military Operations

“The SOAR project will bring tremendous value and benefits to the 
Colorado Springs community now and for future generations.”

REBECCA JEWETT, PRESIDENT AND CEO

We celebrated the permanent protection of Forest Lakes, a 189-acre open space 

in northwest El Paso County, one of the fastest-growing areas in the Pikes Peak 

region—if not the state. In northwest El Paso County, open spaces, nature, and 

critical wildlife habitats are dwindling. The property is located above an 867-

acre residentially zoned complex, which will be the future site of 400 homes.

The conservation area offers stunning views of Pike National Forest and is easily 

visible from I-25. Forest Lakes is a natural habitat for wildlife and provides 

beautiful scenic views. Located approximately one mile from Pike National Forest, 

the property offers future potential opportunities for trail connections.

The Forest Lakes project highlights the crucial role of conservation in creating 

healthy and resilient communities. The protection of the Forest Lakes 

conservation area, previously slated to be the site of 61 homes, is a testament to 

the landowner's conservation vision. The area will now be safeguarded forever, 

ensuring the well-being of people and nature amid growth and development.

PROTECTED FOREVER

Forest Lakes 
Conservation Area
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LAND FOR FOOD

Photo: Wesley Trimble, Palmer Land Conservancy

Download Palmer's user-friendly, comprehensive guide 

to local producers throughout southern Colorado. 

From Salida to Rocky Ford, this guide is your one-

stop shop to discover farmers, ranchers, and markets 

where you can shop directly for your favorite in-season 

produce and products. This unique guide is chock 

full of content, including maps, history, producer 

features, recipe spotlights, fun facts, and more.

FIND LOCAL FOOD

Get Your Copy of 
Palmer's Southern 
Colorado Local 
Food Guide

WILSON SOUTH RANCH CONSERVATION PROJECT
The 17,570-acre Wilson South Ranch sits in the middle of The Nature Conservancy’s Southern High 

Plains Initiative’s (SHPI) Prairie Canyonlands Focus Area and protects shortgrass prairie, one of the 

most imperiled ecosystems in the world. The Wilson South Ranch provided the opportunity to work 

towards landscape scale conservation outcomes needed to maintain strong agricultural operations and 

sufficient open spaces for self-sustaining wildlife populations into the future. The conservation easement 

was completed in May of 2023 in partnership with Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust.

As our five-year initiative funded by the Gates Family Foundation enters its fourth year, we're proud to report that 

we're making significant progress toward our goals. Our Southeast Colorado Focused Landscape Initiative focuses on 

sustainable conservation and community impact, and we're achieving those objectives by taking a holistic approach 

beyond traditional conservation practices. By investing in people and communities, we're not only strengthening 

the environment but also building more resilient communities that can thrive for generations to come.

Southeast Colorado Focused 
Landscape Initiative

2023 Lower Arkansas Valley Conservation Fund Projects: 

BOHART RANCH
As the first phase of the Security, Open Space, and Agricultural Resiliency Initiative 

(highlighted on page 10), the 48,000-acre property makes way for a once-in-a-

generation, landscape-scale conservation project in southeastern Colorado.

DELHI RANCH CONSERVATION PROJECT
The Delhi Ranch is a stunning 27,078-acre agricultural property owned and operated by Monk and 

Gary Hall—members of a multigenerational ranching family who have grazed the land for more 

than 100 years. The ranch spans three Colorado counties—Las Animas, Otero, and Pueblo—and 

is home to healthy grasslands and numerous imperiled bird and mammal species. Our partners 

Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust completed the conservation easement in 2023.
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A film by BEN KNIGHT | Presented by PALMER LAND CONSERVANCY

Watch the Trailer:

 MIRASOLFILM.COM

Palmer has launched a community mobilization impact campaign to inspire and mobilize 

people and communities to shift their understanding, actions, and attitudes towards 

conservation. Two years in the making, this campaign centers around a documentary 

film directed by the award-winning director Ben Knight. The film showcases the 

value of Pueblo County’s farmlands and families and highlights the imminent threats 

they face from development, population growth, and water shortages in the Rocky 

Mountain West. The documentary film goes beyond agriculture and water to illuminate 

the intrinsic connection and universal human needs of food, family, love, and land. 

Join us in our effort to inspire and mobilize communities toward conservation.

ADVANCING THE BESSEMER FARMLAND CONSERVATION PROJECT:
Leveraging a Decade of Partnerships  
to Advance Win-Win Conservation Outcomes
Palmer has worked for nearly a decade to advance the Bessemer 

Farmland Conservation Project—a historic Western water 

initiative focused on finding win-win solutions to an impending 

dry-up of 5,000 acres of prime irrigated farmland in eastern 

Pueblo County. To chart a positive community outcome in the 

wake of this municipal purchase of agricultural water rights, 

Palmer has created a new model for water-sharing solutions 

and agricultural conservation—one that optimizes the use 

of limited water resources, allows for municipal growth, and 

safeguards Pueblo’s agricultural culture and economy. 

Built with community partners and subject matter experts, 

the Bessemer Project is supported by a robust body of work. 

This includes a scenario-based Economic Impact Analysis that 

underscores the necessity to protect Pueblo’s agricultural heritage 

and community supported by two critical tools: a first-of-its-

kind legal framework that allows for innovative conservation 

outcomes and a cutting-edge online Decision Support Tool for 

land and water managers to optimize water supplies and guide 

future investment into the local agricultural community.  

Leveraging these tools and accomplishments, in 2023, Palmer 

focused and advanced three key areas of the Bessemer Project. 

This included moving into the “proof of concept” phase to pilot 

our ability to successfully exchange water between farms—a 

crucial next step in testing the feasibility of the legal and 

conservation framework that has been built to protect high-

priority farms and water rights. We’ve mobilized significant 

WATER FOR LIFE

BESSEMER FARMLAND CONSERVATION INITIATIVE INVESTORS

A FILM ABOUT WATER, LAND, AND A WAY OF LIFE 
funding and resources to accomplish this challenging task 

and are focused on finding willing partners, which has proved 

difficult due to the current real estate and financial markets.  

Additionally, as part of our long-term strategy for success, we 

began leading a scalability assessment process in partnership 

with CDR Associates and community stakeholders to develop a 

stakeholder-informed roadmap for scaled impact. While proof of 

concept makes this project a reality, the scalability assessment will 

help project partners and the local community achieve its long-

term goal of conserving a critical mass of irrigated farmland on the 

Bessemer Ditch. Lastly, after eighteen months of producing and 

planning, we finalized the strategy for a community mobilization 

campaign with a groundbreaking new documentary as the 

centerpiece of this effort that will launch in April 2024. Palmer 

believes there is nothing more powerful than storytelling and film 

when it comes to opening people’s eyes and hearts to an issue. 

We commissioned a world renowned filmmaker to help us tell the 

story of the Pueblo farming community on “the Mesa” who we’ve 

been working alongside as part of our Bessemer Project. Produced 

by Palmer, MIRASOL, Looking at the Sun challenges us to protect 

agricultural communities like Pueblo, the lifeblood of our local food 

system, and to stand up for all the hardworking families and thriving 

farms on the fringes of cities that are so often taken for granted.

As the Bessemer Project continues to gain momentum, Palmer 

remains committed to finding win-win solutions that optimize 

the use of limited water resources and safeguard Pueblo’s 

agricultural culture and economy for future generations.

MOBILIZING A MOVEMENT
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Photo: Ashlee Sack

  CURRENT ASSETS FY2023 FY2022

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $2,562,926 $1,607,297

Accounts, Pledges  
& Grants Receivable  $235,456  $270,543

Prepaid Expenses  $111,689  $43,961 

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS $2,910,071 $1,921,801

Investments2 $4,816,772 $5,425,335

Property (Land) & Equipment  $389,983 $389,983 

TOTAL ASSETS  $8,116,826  $7,737,119 

REVENUE FY2023 FY2022

Investment Income net of fees  $442,618  ($655,557) 

Donations & Grants  $1,192,746   $1,285,101 

Program Contributions  $595,250  $57,823 

Special Events  $72,185 $47,595

Other  $7,687  $117,824 

TOTAL REVENUE   $2,310,486  $852,786 

CURRENT LIABILITIES FY2023 FY2022

Accounts Payable  $67,389 $33,118

Accrued Liabilities $115,574 $87,851  

Deferred Revenue  $1,487,540 $1,383,918  

TOTAL LIABILITIES    $1,670,503  $1,504,887

EXPENSES FY2023 FY2022

Land Preservation  $1,329,887  $844,535 

Land Stewardship  $252,729  $198,969 

General & Administrative  $219,919  $200,779 

Outreach & Education  $232,952  $166,742 

Fund Development  $60,908  $68,854 

TOTAL EXPENSES   $2,096,395   $1,479,879 

NET ASSETS FY2023 FY2022

Net assets without donor restrictions  $529,167 $411,156

Net assets without donor restrictions 
— Board designated $5,021,947 $4,487,318

Net assets with donor restrictions $895,209 $1,333,758

TOTAL NET ASSETS   $6,446,323   $6,232,232

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS   $8,116,826   $7,737,119 

FY2023 FY2022

NET ASSETS, beginning of year  $6,232,232 $6,859,325 

NET ASSETS, end of year  $6,446,323  $6,232,232  

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS   $ 214,091 ($627,093)  

Statement of  
Financial Position

Statement of  
Activities

FINANCIAL REPORT
Fiscal Year 2023
July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023

1 Based on audited financial statements from McMillen & Company, PLLC.

2 Investments include funds held in the Stewardship Fund, which is restricted 
to stewardship program expenses and managed like an endowment. The fund 
is used to monitor and steward all of Palmer’s conserved properties.

1

FISCAL YEAR 2023

Uses of Funds
$2,096,395   

FISCAL YEAR 2023

Sources of Funds
$2,310,486

Land Preservation 
$1,329,887 

Land Stewardship 
$252,729

General and Administrative 
$219,919 

Outreach and Education 
$232,952

Fundraising 
$60,908 

General Contributions 
$1,200,433

Program Contributions
$595,250

Investment Income
$442,618

Events
$72,185

3%
11%

11%

12% 63%

52%

26%

19%

3%
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THANK YOU
TO OUR DONORS

We are deeply grateful to our members, funders, and partners who 
are passionate about protecting the land. Thanks to your generosity, 
Palmer has been empowered to make significant strides in 2023, 
advancing conservation efforts in Colorado. We celebrate and thank 
you, our members, for your unwavering support to protect everything 
we cherish about Colorado for generations to come. Thank you for 
participating in this incredible journey towards a better future.

Our generous donors make 
conservation happen. Beyond 
loving the vast beauty of Colorado, 
they courageously protect the 
Colorado good life—forever. 

MILLENNIUM 
SOCIETY
Acker,Kimberlee*

Aragon, Andrea 
and Darrin Smith*

Barnard, Judy and 
Lee Newhard

Bartolo, Michael 
and Kyle † 

Bhatnagar, Sanjay 
and Andrea Miller

Biondo, Brenda and 
Sean McKeown

Bird, David and 
Lisa 

Bivens, Eric 
and Kelly*

Black, Larry

Borges, Kent and 
Stephanie  
DiCenzo †

Bradford, Victor 
and Bobbie*

Bradley, Gary 
and Anne †

Breakey, Joe 
and Margaret

Buettner, Al 
and Leigh

Campbell, R. J.

Campbell, Charles 
and Deborah 
Adams †

Cannon, Carol

Case, Mike 
and Patsy

Clark, David 
and Deborah

Connolly, Larry

Conover, Gary 
and Sally †

Cooper, Barry 
and Patricia †

Cooper, Jeff

Dean, Warren 
and Betsy

Dorff, Scott and 
Jennifer*

Dotson, Dawnellen †

Dyson, Mark 
and Vanda

Eberhart, Ed 
and Karen

Essendrop, Melody

Faricy, Dr. Patrick 
and Nechie

Faricy, Ben 
and Kate

Feffer, Gary 
and Kimberly

Fenter-Snider, 
Jeanne and 
Wayne Snider*†

Florence, Paul 
and Kimberly

Fortuin, Nancy*

Foster, Tad and 
Melissa † 

Freudenburg, Patti 
and Tony White †

Geary, John 
and Stacy

Gonzalez, Katie 
and Jaime

Grage, Matt 
and Monica

Hagge, Judy

Hamann, Corrina 
and Scott

Harbaugh,  
Dane and Andrea

Harwood, Dick †

Hegeman, 
Whitney and Tim

Hickey, Rich 
and Lisa* †

Hoffman, Chris

Hudson-
Barton,  Patty

Hybl, William 
Jr. and Kristel

Hybl, William

Jewett, Rebecca 
and Winn*†

Johnson, Jim

Kast, Dave 
and Dolly †

Kaylan, Kathleen

Kendall, Phillip 
and Meg †

Kleberg, Stephen 
and Janell 

Klump, Michael

Kneib, Joseph 
and Jan

Kuckel, Benjamin †

Lasater, Alex

League, Michael 
and Dr. Anne

Lee, Jonathan 
and Peggy Berg*

Lynch, Rob 
and Sarah

Martin, Jan

Mika, Patrick 
and Jennie

Mohrmann, Jeffrey 
and Tilah Larson

Myers, Steve 
and Carol

Niznik, Matt 
and Rebecca

Onstott, John 
and Laurie †

Osborne, Greg 
and Madelaine

Overlin, Linda 
and Dave †

Potterat, John 
and Susan

Poyzer, John 
and Marie*†

Ramsay, Susie †

Reed, Jim 
and Susie*

Retherford, Susan

Russell, Phil 
and Judy

Sather, Mark 
and Cindi

Schaefer, Jerry 
and Yvonne

Schmitt, David

Sellers, Judy †

Sloan, Gurney 
and Lisa

Somers, Tim

Speer, Brenda 
and Greg Ward*

Steele, Catherine*

Stimpert, Larry 
and Lesley

Street, Bob 
and Pam

Walker, Donis

Warren, Bruce 
and Jane †

Weiss, Ann

Wenham, Richard 
and P.J. †

Whitford, Nancy 
and Todd †

Williams, Diane

Wilson, John and 
Mollie Mitchell

Winegar, Gary

Woodford, Joe 
and Linda

Young, James and 
Ann † 

LAND LOVERS
Aaby, Christopher 
and Matt Hane*

Abbott, Ken*

Abbott, Lewis 
and Dorothy

Aden-Smith, 
Deirdre

Ahlin, David 
and Malissa*

AmazonSmile 
Foundation

Anderson, 
Jack and 
Rosemary †

Anderson, Nancy 
and Toby

Anderson, Michael

Avila, Nancy †

Avitabile, Denise

Bailey, Christine

Barrera, Joe

Baum, Michael 
and Patrice 
Rhoades-Baum

Beauchamp, Allen

Becher, David

Beck, Sally †

Beck, Melinda

Beckman,  
Carol and Jim 
Davies

Beerbaum, Judith

Bell, Fawn and 
John 

Bell, Amanda 
and Scott

Bentley, Nancy and 
John Atkinson

Bertram, Brandy 
and Daniel

Beute, Ethan 
and Megan

Billek, Donna

Julian, Bucknall

Bittenbender, David 
and Catherine 
Scharff

Boddington, 
Tim and Cate

Boortz, William

Bosenbecker,  
Marilyn and Don

Bowen, Barbara

Bower, David

Brady, Randy

Brega, John 
and Kathryn

Brent, Francie 
and Greg

Briggle, Robert 
and Mary Rae

Briggs, G. Scott 
and Karen

Britton, Mike 
and Tanja

Broadmoor 
Garden Club

Brock, Ann 
and John

Broomfield, Sally

Broussard, John

Brush, Elaine 
and John

Buchanan, Teri

Buchanan, Sue

Burns, Stormy 
and Shane*

Butler, Brad 
and Paula

Cameron, Tim 
and Colleen

Cameron, Bill

Carley, Mary

Carlson, Virginia 
and David Doman

Chatman, 
Stephanie*

Chavez, Solomon 
and Eve Tilley

Chavez, Darlene

Cheney, Joyce

Ciccone, William 
and Patty

Clarke, Brendan 
and Caroline

Clement, Anthony

Cleveland, Dan

Clover, Catherine

Collier, Lauren

Colorado Gives 
Foundation

Conley, Ronald

Cotton, Kane 
and Christina

Covert, John 
and Elaine †

Crandall, John 
and Kathy*

Cresap, Guy 
and Virginia

Crissey, Michael 
and Linda

Crossan, Dennis

Currey, Richard 
and Sue

Cwiak, Lorna

Cyr, Kimberly

Dameron, Thomas

Davis-Witherow,  
Leah*

Demmon, John 
and Jan

Denby, Dennis 
and Lynn

Derr, Lee †

Devine, Sara and 
Marcus Beyerle

Disque, Cheryl 
and Michael

Dobson, Sally

Dodson, Ali

Doherty, Tracy

Downs, Donald

Downs, Barbara

Dunn, Lawrence 
and Laurel

Durham, Elly

Ebersohl, Jenine

Ekarius, Carol and 
Ken Woodard

Emery, Jake and 
Lisa Davis-Emery

Everett, Siri 
and Ralph

Evitt, Regula

Falcone, Bob 
and Joanne 
Peterson-Falcon*

Fanning, Paul 
and Sylvia*

Feldman, Laura and 
Glenn Pressman

Fernandez, Ali*

Ferona, Vanessa

Fey, Marc

Filipiak, Amy*

Flaks, Greg 
and Lesley

Flying Diamond 
Ranch Foundation

Flynn, James 
and Ann Marie

Fogarty, Marsha 
and Bruce

Foley, Margaret

Fortune, Bill 
and Debbie

Fournier, Greg 
and Jen

Francis, Dani 
and Evan*

Fraser, Nancy and 
Kevin Lloyd

Frazee, Susan

Frisbie, Barbara

Frost, Juliana

Fry, Alison

Gaines, Bill 
and Gayla

Gemin, Edward 
and Andrea Skoog

Gerber, Judy

German, Alea

Gibbons, Connie

Gill, Susan

Glatzmaier, Greg 
and Mary Laird

Gleeson, Joseph

Gomez, Elfego

Gougeon, Tom

Goulding, Philip 
and Ellen

Graber, Nan

Greenwood, Daphne

Gresham, Spencer 
and Gretchen

Haase, Mike 
and Ellen

Hacker, Ariel

Hagge, Judy

Hall, Candice

Hamamoto,  
Pam and George

Handford, Andy 
and Lynn*

Haney, John 
and Betty

Hanna, Ann

Hannan, John

Harris, Steve and 
Michele Mukatis †

Hawk, John

Hays, Jack and 
Janice Kennedy

Hearon, Ray 
and Susan

Heffernan,  
Jontell and 
Robert Wilford

Heimerich, Matt 
and Karen Tomky

Henderson, Dr. 
Russ and Anne

Henson, Carolyn

Hertneky, William

Heschel, Rhonda 
and Shane

Hieronymus, Walt 
and Katherine

Hilt, Dick and 
Sandra

Hochman, Bill 
and Nancy

Hodges, Linda

Hollenbeck, Patrick 
and Karen Walldorf*

Hornbostel, Bill 
and Janice

Horton, Dorothy 
and Kurt

Hudspeth, 
Gigot and Eli*

Huff, Teri

* Monthly recurring donor    † Alumni Trustee Board Member* Monthly recurring donor    † Alumni Trustee Board Member
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Hunt, Beth

Hunter, Peg 
and Joseph

Hunter, James 
and Louise 

Hunter, David 
and Heather

Iszard, Douglas

Iverson, Linda 
and Lyle

Jackson, Jeff

Jacobs, Peter 
and Monica

Johnson, William Jr. 

Johnson, Brandon 
and Paula Dionisio

Johnson-Fay, 
Ellen and Barry

Johnston, Spencer

Jones, Lizbeth

Joyous, Debbie 
and Mark †

Kahn, Jeff

Kania, Adrienne

Kell, David

Keller, David

Kemmerer, Dale

Kerschen, John 
and Lyn

Kipp, Vicky

Klages, Jim and Lisa

Knapp, Rebecca*

Knecht, Debbie

Knorr, Marge

Koselak, Laura*

Krieger, Douglas

Krimm, Dorothy

Kroger Co.

Lamb, Jeanette

Lammers, Brenda †

Larimer, Craig 
and Irene †

Lass, Richard 
and Jane

LeMieux, Linda

Lewis, Sharon 
and Andrew

Linda Pauline 
Kuhnel Kittiel 
Living Trust

Linkhart, Brian 
and Marlene

Lowe-Moore, Beth

Lucas, Rob 
and Julie

Lundberg, John

Maltese, Valerie 
and Anthony

Mannix, Francesca

Margrave, Patti

Marquardt, Larry

Marsh, Stephen 
and Pamela †

Martin, Marianne

Marx, Joel and 
Patti 

Mayer, Claudette

Mayer, Kurt

Mayfield, Troy

McBane, Wendy*

McColgan, Jeanine*

McCoy, Amy

McDaniel, David

McDonald, Justin

McDonald, 
Linnea 

McEvers, Michael

McGlothlin, Patricia

McJimsey, 
Marianna

McLain, Betty 
and Jerry

McLeod, Laurel 
and Jim Allen †

Melendez, Carlos 
and Julia*

Mendygral, Joseph 
and Felicia

Miller, James 
and Marilyn

Moershel, Carolyn

Monar, Astrid and 
William Phillips

Morrison, Howard 
and Marcy †

Mowle, Tom

Moyer, Daniel 
and Patricia

Mundy, Catherine 
and Loran

Murray, Lynne 
and David

Myers, Stanley 
and R Maureen

Neff, Jane 
and Robert

Nelson, Jim and Pat

Nelson, Kent 
and Dee †

Neu, Molly

Neufeld, Sue

Nichol, Liz

Norton, Beth 
and Tim

Novosel, Justin

O'Connor, Barbel

O'Hare, Dillon

Odello, Theresa*

Oliveira, Mario 
and Dianne

Otto, John 
and Lynne

Owen, Judith

Owsley, Judith

Ozer, Renee

Pace, Lisa

Palmer, Zachary

Peterson, Alan

Petrie, Henry*

Pike, Dan

Pocket Pals Trail 
Maps 

Presti, Susan

Provenzano, Laura

Pujol, Matt

Pulvermacher, Mary

Reichel, Maggie*

Remple, Margaret

Resnik, Helen

Reynolds, William 
and Kelly

Rice, Jeff

Richardson, Horst 
and Helen

Ricker, Kathleen

Rigney, Lori

Riker, John and 
Marcia Dobson

Riley, Mel and 
Sally 

Riphenburg, Lloyd

Roberson, Edward 
and Kim*

Robertson, 
Christopher

Robinson, Joy Ann

Rodriguez , Julie

Ross, James 
and Barb

Ross, Carl

Roszmann, 
Deborah*

Rubley, Nan

Ruskin, Bill and 
Brigette † 

Sagen, Deborah 
and Tim Davis

Sartoris, John 
and Elaine

Schler, Jon 
and Tammy

Schneider, Robert 
and Tracy*

Schniper, Matthew

Schooler, Karen †

Sellars, Tracy

Seybold, William*

Shanks, Robert 
and Sally Meadows-
Shanks †

Shields, Ed and 
Nancy 

Shields, Taylor

Siebert, Chad 
and Lisa

Skoog, Kristin

Smith, Brooke 
and Karolyn

Smith, Carla-Rae*

Snyder, John

Sommers, Lynn

Sondermann, Gary 
and Julie Foster*

Souchek, Frances

Spaulding, Robin 
and Steve †

Sprague, Jane

Standaert,  
Dick and Lorrie 
Werner

Stansfield, Carol 
and John 

Steinhour, Bill 
and Nissa *†

Stern, Nathan*

Stimpert, Larry 
and Lesley

Storms, Bette 
and William

Strain, Barbara*

Strouss, Janet and 
Rich Tallman

Sullivan, Kim

Swiatek, Amy

Tarquino, Ralph

Tenney, Duncan 
and Virginia

Thatcher, Darryl 
and Terry

Thayer, Kent 
and Nancye

Tobias, Judi 
and Larry

Toll, Coreen 
and Shanti

Tolley, Cheryl 
and Gerald

Tortessi, Frank 
and Melinda

Trenchick, Cori*

Triandiflou, Amy 
and Jesse Hull

Trimble, Wesley 
and Laura

Trudeau, Justin and 
Rebecca Sickbert

Ulrich, Frank

Valdez, Anthony

Vandenberg, Emily †

Vollmar, John 
and Lorelei

Wachs, Gayle 
and Arnold

Wagstaff, Bob

Waite, Lynn

Walker, Melissa 
and Les Goss †

Walker, Judith

Wall, Robin

Warren, Corinne

Watson, Joseph 
and Natalya

Wegner, Allen 
and Rebecca

Wiener, John

Wiepking Jack 
and Linda

Wills, Matt and Julia †

Wolfson, Dr. 
Robert and Vickie

Yuan-Farrell, 
Christopher

GUARDIAN LEVEL

FRIEND LEVEL

BUSINESS MEMBERS
Thank you to the following land-loving businesses who 
have joined Palmer as annual business members.

TRAILBLAZER LEVEL

IN HONOR
In 2023, gifts were 
made in honor 
of the following 
individuals:

Dr. Michael Bartolo

Ken and Joy 
Branam 

Dave and Cheryl 
Conley

Benjamin Alan 
Everett

Timothy Hannan

Darrell Harvey

James "Jim"  Hunter

Dr. Beverly Johnson

Catherine Close 
McGuire

Susan Potterat 

Judith Rice-Jones

Shirley Wright

MEMORIALS
Jim  Acker

Esther Lou  Beynon

Harry and Johnnie  
Cameron

Raymond and 
Helen Colwell

Janet Conover

Nancy Brooks 
Ekberg

Ward Hobart

Kathy Hybl

Pat McDaniel

Everett Clay  

PIONEER LEVEL

ORGANIZATIONS
El Pomar 
Foundation

First Horizon 
Foundation

Great American 
Utility

Joseph Henry 
Edmondson 
Foundation

Land Trust Alliance

Lyda Hill 
Philanthropies

Mabel Horrigan 
Foundation

Merlin Foundation

Pikes Peak 
Marathon, Inc

Robert Hoag 
Rawlings 
Foundation

South Platte 
Holdings LLC

Southern Colorado 
Community 
Foundation

State of Colorado, 
Colorado Water 
Conservation Board 

The Conservation 
Fund of the Pikes 
Peak Community 
Foundation

The Garden City 
Company

The Mary K. 
Chapman 
Foundation

Water Foundation

IN-KIND 
CONTRIBUTORS
Amy Triandiflou 

Ben Knight 

Conservation 
Law, P.C.

DataStream 
Consulting

Holsinger Law, LLC

McGlothlin

Kristin McLain

James Joseph 
Menno

Cole Mika

Gerti Nuhn

Henry Harris Parker

Jim and Sally 
Provenzano

Leigh  Schniper

Laura Spear

Katie Stjernholm

Lee Derr

Leisure Rodeo, LLC

Lyons Gaddis

Norwood 
Limited, Inc.

PBJ Cattle 
Company LLC/
Colorado Adventure 
Specialists Inc.

Tony, White

Harwood, Dick

Hieronymus, Walt 
and Katherine

Joyous, Debbie 
and Mark

Kuckel, 
Benjamin 

LEGACY DONORS
Campbell, R.J.

Cheney, Joyce

Clark, David

Conover, Gary 
and Sally

Cooper, Barry 
and Patricia

Ellis, Don and Merle

Foster, Tad 
and Melissa

Freudenburg, Patti

DONOR-ADVISED FUNDS
We acknowledge Pikes Peak Community 
Foundation and the numerous donors who 
give through their donor-advised funds.

Lebel, Stephen and 
Cheryl 

Lee, Jonathan 
Peggy Berg

O'Connor, Barbel

Skiles, Richard 
and Catherine

Wenham, Richard 
and P.J. 
 

* Monthly recurring donor    † Alumni Trustee Board Member
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Palmer Staff

OFFICERS
MATTHEW NIZNIK
El Paso County
Chair

JOHN GEARY 
El Paso County
Vice Chair

VANDA DYSON
Jefferson County
Treasurer

B.J. HYBL
El Paso County
Secretary

 PALMER LAND CONSERVANCY

LEADERSHIP TEAM
DIRECTORS
ANDREA ARAGON 
Pueblo County

SANJAY BHATNAGAR 
El Paso County

DAWNELLEN DOTSON
El Paso County

GEN. ED EBERHART 
El Paso County

KIMBERLY FLORENCE 
El Paso County

JIM JOHNSON 
El Paso County

MIKE JORGENSON 
El Paso County

ALEX LASATER 
Elbert County

MICHAEL LEAGUE
El Paso County

CATHERINE STEELE 
El Paso County

DONIS WALKER 
El Paso County

Board of Trustees 2023

STAFF
AMANDA BRUNNERT
Operations Manager 

STEPHEN HARRIS
Land Stewardship Director

JEFF JACKSON
Conservation Transactions Director

JEANINE MCCOLGAN
Finance Director

ASTRID MONAR
Membership and Events Manager

DILLON O’HARE
Senior Conservation Manager 

CARRIE SUPINO 
Community Engagement Coordinator

WESLEY TRIMBLE
Communications Manager

THERON VERNA
Stewardship Manager

EXECUTIVE TEAM
REBECCA JEWETT 
President and Chief Executive Officer

KRISTIE NACKORD
Vice President, External Affairs

Photo: Wesley Trimble, Palmer Land Conservancy

VOICES OF COMMITMENT

Palmer Land Conservancy 
Members Share Their Stories

"Learning about Palmer Land Conservancy has been a great benefit. We have since attended the Bike the Bessemer event in Pueblo 
County twice. As individuals, we support the work that Palmer Land Conservancy is doing to try to conserve water and farming in 
Pueblo County and southeast Colorado. Without water, our farmlands would not be able to produce the bountiful crops that benefit us 
all. Without water and open space that farmland allows, our community would not provide the same living experience we all enjoy."

Judy Barnard and Lee Newhard, Palmer members since 2023

"I’m feeling the growing pains in the Pikes Peak region and have concerns that we're not doing enough to appreciate and 
preserve our open space, beauty, and resources. I cringe daily at the urban sprawl I see here in Colorado Springs and 
up and down the front range. As a Colorado native, Palmer's work is very important to me. With a solid track record of 
accomplishments, I believe Palmer will continue to take bold action to protect the land and natural resources."

Tracy Sellars, Palmer member since 2010
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palmerland.org
info@palmerland.org  |  719.632.3236

PUEBLO OFFICE 
121 W. City Center, Suite 200D 

Pueblo, CO 81003

COLO SPRINGS OFFICE 
102 S. Tejon Street, Suite 920 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
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