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needed. Throughout this annual report, 

you’ll find that Palmer’s conservation 

strategy is not static but customizable to 

community needs. This community-centered 

approach and our willingness to innovate 

and problem-solve to achieve durable 

land and water protection goals define 

Palmer’s work ethic, culture, and values. 

We believe our ability and willingness to 

adapt, as an organization and a community, 

keeps us resilient in the face of change. 

In 2024, Palmer focused on organizational 

resilience to reach the bold goals set forth 

in Land for Life. Over the last year, we met 

our goal to strategically hire seven new staff 

members, achieving 40% organizational 

growth. These new additions are already 

improving operations and advancing 

impactful conservation initiatives. We moved 

into a new office in the same building to 

better support our staff and board needs. 

Its many collaborative meeting rooms 

also serve as a resource for our partners. 

Further, Palmer achieved a historic year 

for community engagement in 2024. We 

hosted a record 40 events, double the 

amount hosted in 2023. We implemented 

a strategic impact campaign for MIRASOL: 

Looking at the Sun, Palmer’s documentary 

film about farming, culture, and water. 

The film was featured at 47 events for over 

7,000 viewers, where diverse audiences 

found its message about water scarcity 

in Pueblo relatable and inspiring.

None of this work would be possible without 
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What does the Colorado Good Life mean 

to you? For me, as a lifelong Coloradan, it’s 

everything. Nature, clean mountain air, 

rushing rivers, rolling plains, and the sound 

of my shoes crunching on a hiking trail are 

embedded in my DNA. Coloradans choose 

to call this beautiful state home for many 

reasons, but we unite around a love of nature 

and the need to protect our beloved land 

and water. Over 80% of Colorado voters 

feel that more must be done to protect the 

state's land, water, and wildlife habitat. Why 

do so many of us, from all corners of the 

state, feel called to conservation? I believe 

it’s because our environment gives us the 

resources, health benefits, resilience, 

economic stability, and opportunities for 

adventure that support a high quality of life.

While it can be hard to picture the mighty 

Rocky Mountains or the rushing Arkansas 

River as anything but robust, our natural 

resources are not without limit. The 

Colorado Water Plan, updated in 2023, 

estimates a supply gap of 740,000 acre-

feet of water by 2050, and Coloradans are 

concerned. Sixty-two percent of Colorado 

voters believe inadequate water supply is a 

serious problem, and 64% believe climate 

change is a very serious problem. In the 

face of these challenges, Palmer believes 

two things: 1) Colorado is resilient, and 

2) conservation is a uniting solution. 

Palmer’s strategic plan, Land for Life, 

responds to the clear message from our 

community that conservation is urgently 
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EMPOWERING INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO PROTECTING LAND AND WATER
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W
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Advancing large-scale 
water initiatives that 
balance the competing 
water needs in the West 
and prioritize community 
needs and goals.

La

nd for Food
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Strengthening rural 
communities and 
economies by protecting 
local farms and ranches 
and connecting cities to 
essential local food systems. 

La
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PA LM E R  L A N D  C O N S E R VANCY

Celebrating and connecting 
people to the land and 
nature by conserving open 
spaces and public parks 
and bringing green spaces 
to our urban centers. 

La
nd

 for Nature

PA LM E R  L A N D  C O N S E R VANCY

Safeguarding the 
health and resiliency of 
landscapes that support 
wildlife, biodiversity, 
waterways, and wetlands. 

our donors, partners, and Board of Trustees, 

who generously stepped up to support 

our growth-for-impact mission. Thank you 

for trusting Palmer to protect the places 

you cherish. With your support, we are 

launching into 2025 stronger than ever, 

with many conservation wins from 2024.

Yours in conservation,

STRATEGIC PLAN 2022-2027

Based on community feedback, 
we crafted the boldest plan in 
Palmer Land Conservancy's 
history. In 2024, all of our work 
focused on achieving the ambitious 
goals in our strategic plan. 

See the Plan 
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We recognize Palmer’s 2024 Board of 

Trustees and those whose service will 

continue into 2025, all of whom comprise an 

extraordinary group of dedicated volunteer 

leaders. Special thanks to the Chair of the 

Board, John Geary, for his service to our 

mission to protect Colorado’s land and water 

for the well-being of nature and people. John 

is the nephew of Stuart Dodge, Palmer’s first 

executive director. John leads the Board 

of Trustees with enthusiasm, expertise, 

and dedication, and we look forward to his 

continued leadership in 2025.

Two esteemed Palmer trustees, Alex Lasater 
Brandon Johnson
El Paso County

TRANSITIONING TRUSTEES:
Celebrating New Beginnings 
and Lasting Impact

and Matt Niznik, retired from the Board 

at the end of 2024. They are conservation 

champions who contributed enthusiasm 

and critical expertise to Palmer’s mission 

during their tenure. We are grateful for their 

dedication and look forward to continued 

partnership. Additionally, Palmer is pleased 

to announce Brandon Johnson joined the 

Board in 2024. 

Brandon’s passion for joining the Palmer 

Land Conservancy stems from his multi-

generational heritage in Pueblo and his 

commitment to preserving the Arkansas 

Valley for future generations. Drawing on 

his engineering background, he aims to 

integrate innovative, sustainable strategies 

inspired by corporate practices into 

conservation efforts.

Legacy of Leadership: 

INTRODUCING EMERITUS TRUSTEES
In our 47 years, hundreds of people have generously donated their time, talent, and 

passion to Palmer’s Board of Trustees. This dedicated group of volunteers has achieved 

countless conservation wins and planted the roots that support the organization today.

Starting in 2025, Palmer is honoring highly engaged past trustees with a new title to 

recognize the role they continue to serve in guiding Palmer’s mission: Emeritus Trustees. 

This uniquely informed and dedicated group of individuals will receive quarterly 

updates from our CEO and personal invitations to key events. Most importantly, they 

will be encouraged to share their wise counsel with Rebecca and the Palmer staff.

Thank you to all who have served, or currently serve, on Palmer’s Board of Trustees. 

Water scarcity is one of 
the most pressing public 
health, economic, and 
community issues of our 
time in the West.
To meet rising water demands, growing 

communities often seek to secure water rights 

from agricultural sources. These traditional 

water transactions lead to many unintended 

yet detrimental impacts on rural communities 

and the environment. Nearly a decade ago, 

Palmer Land Conservancy envisioned a better 

approach to market-driven water deals—where 

healthy cities, vibrant agricultural communities, 

and resilient landscapes can all thrive.

The premise of this new approach to water 

optimization has always been simple, 

but the execution has been incredibly 

complex. To implement an effective solution, 

Palmer continues to assemble a robust set 

of conservation tools. We use law and policy, 

technical conservation tools, storytelling and 

community engagement, quantitative data, 

and strategic financing to achieve our vision. 

We’re delighted to share that what started as 

a regional water optimization project for the 

Bessemer Farmland Conservation Project 

is expanding into a comprehensive water 

program. The innovative conservation tools we’ve 

developed and the hard-earned experience we’ve 

gained over the last decade can support water 

optimization projects throughout the arid West. 

Garden of the Gods | Photo: Blake Kimmel

With a strengthened team and a clear vision charted 
by our strategic plan, 2024 marked the tipping 
point for Palmer’s expanding water program, which 
focuses on people, projects, and policy.

ORGANIZATIONAL 
EXCELLENCE

5P A L M E R  L A N D  C O N S E R V A N C Y

WATER FOR LIFE
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Southeastern Colorado 
Water Projects
Palmer is diligently working on two regional projects to implement 

water optimization solutions that will equitably support growing 

cities, rural agricultural producers, and the environment.  

THE BESSEMER FARMLAND CONSERVATION PROJECT
For 10 years, our ultimate goal has been to 

protect a critical mass of highly productive 

farms to ensure the rural communities on St. 

Charles Mesa thrive, local food production 

remains strong, and nature flourishes. 

We’ve developed the 
necessary tools and 
strategies to achieve 
these goals, and in the 
fall of 2024, we were 
thrilled to go under 
contract to buy a farm 
on the Bessemer.

This marks a pivotal moment 

for the Bessemer Project! 

The previous farm owners sold the water 

rights for this exceptionally productive 

farm, and they are temporarily leasing 

the water back. The project's next phase 

includes the first transactions to voluntarily 

move permanent water rights from a less 

productive farm to a portion of this high-

output farm. This substitution, combined 

with a conservation easement, will ensure 

the most productive land will continue 

producing food for generations, while less 

productive land will be rehabilitated into 

native short-grass prairie. This test case will 

demonstrate the viability of this improved 

conservation method and open the door to 

protecting the additional acres of farmland 

designated as nationally important.

Our ultimate strategy is to protect 2,000 

acres of the more than 5,000 acres of 

prime farmland along the Bessemer slated 

for dry-up—the amount we’ve analyzed 

would keep Pueblo’s agricultural industry 

intact. Reaching this goal will take years of 

several transactions, with the potential to 

work with more farmer partners in Pueblo. 

LAS ANIMAS WATER-SHARING PROGRAM
This collaborative project aims to protect 

high conservation-value agriculture, support 

secure water supplies for growing cities, 

and promote environmental protection. 

Nearly 30 years ago, Xcel Energy purchased 

a large share of water rights associated 

with the Las Animas Canals in Bent County, 

Colorado. Xcel’s plans for a new coal-fired 

plant fell through, and for decades, farmers 

have leased the water back from Xcel on a 

year-to-year basis, creating uncertainty. The 

Water-Sharing Program seeks to change 

this by creating a system that dedicates 

70% of the water for agricultural use and 

30% for municipal purposes, ensuring 

long-term water security for farms and 

cities with permanent water rights. 

The project involves diverse stakeholders, 

including farmers, Xcel, Palmer Land 

Conservancy, and Colorado Springs Utilities. 

The coalition is investigating the best 

ways to optimize water to benefit all of the 

stakeholders. Potential methods include 

rotational resting of fields, stored water, or 

permanent dry-up of lower-field farmlands. 

The project will also evaluate the necessary 

infrastructure and legal considerations for 

implementing this water-sharing program.

As Palmer expands our water program, 

Rebecca Jewett was invited to write a 

feature article highlighting Palmer’s 

Bessemer Farmland Conservation Project 

as a case study for The Water Report. The 

monthly newsletter is the only publication 

offering news and knowledge across every 

water sector: law, policy, environment, 

climate change, markets, infrastructure, 

energy, agriculture, and reuse. Rebecca’s 

contributions to The Water Report elevate 

Palmer’s work in the broader water 

Thought Leader for the Water Industry:

REBECCA JEWETT'S FEATURE IN 
THE WATER REPORT

industry and share valuable insights with 

many professionals seeking solutions 

to similar water scarcity challenges. 
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CHARTING A NEW FRAMEWORK FOR  
WATER TRANSACTIONS

BESSEMER FARMLAND CONSERVATION PROJECT CASE STUDY 
 

by Rebecca Jewett, President and CEO (Palmer Land Conservancy)

In today’s water-scarce American West, traditional “willing buyer, willing seller” 
water transactions lead to too many unintended winners and losers.  What’s missing is a 
framework that puts on equal footing benefits and impacts to agriculture, cities, and the 
environment.  These three pillars can create a path towards real win-win-win solutions.  
Palmer Land Conservancy’s Bessemer Farmland Conservation Project charts an instructive 
course for communities throughout the West, providing lessons in resilience, conservation, 
and growth.

Introduction
Those who live in the western United States know that land, water, and life are 

intrinsically connected.  As an organization with its roots in land preservation, situated in 
the largest river basin in Colorado—the Arkansas—Palmer Land Conservancy has been 
working in the water space for decades.  Much of the land Palmer holds under conservation 
easements features water, or connectivity to water, as a core component of its conservation 
value.  Palmer is committed to monitoring, enforcing, and stewarding those resources in 
perpetual partnerships with the landowners we work alongside.  In the past decade, the 
organization has gone beyond traditional conservation easement work to develop methods 
for allocating and managing water most efficiently to support agricultural and municipal 
demands within a greater community-wide context.

The Intermountain West does not have enough water, and this fact is not news.  Due to 
extensive national coverage, most Americans have some familiarity with the over-allocation 
of Colorado River water rights.  The result is a familiar math problem: too little water and 
too great demand.  While the Colorado River crisis is important because of its impact on 40 
million people across seven states, water scarcity is a problem that affects every river basin 
in Colorado.  In fact, the over-allocation of the Colorado River Basin directly impacts other 
river basins on Colorado’s Front Range that rely on transmountain diversions.  

Justice Gregory Hobbs, the esteemed former Colorado Supreme Court Justice, is 
posthumously quoted in Colorado’s 2023 Water Plan: “The 21st century is the era of limits 
made applicable to water decision making.  Due to national Western water scarcity, we 
are no longer developing a resource.  Instead, we are learning how to share a developed 
resource.”  Colorado’s population is forecasted to increase by as much as fifty percent by 
2050; combined with the increasing impacts of a shifting climate, the supply-and-demand 
math problem will only become harder to reconcile.

Ninety percent of Colorado’s population lives on the eastern side of the state, while 
eighty percent of the water falls on the western side.  Given this mismatch, much of the 
water consumed on the Front Range is moved from the Colorado River Basin on Colorado’s 
western slope via a complex system of transmountain diversions totaling 500,000 acre-
feet per year.  According to Colorado’s Water Plan, ninety percent of water use in the 

The Water Report

Read The Water Report:

WATER FOR LIFE

Bessemer Ditch, Pueblo, CO | Photo: Russ Schnitzer Las Animas Consolidated Canal | Photo: Dillon O'Hare

Bessemer Farm | Photo: Darrell Fisher and St. James Sporting Properties

Photo: Darrell Fisher and St. James 
Sporting Properties

Las Animas headgates and irrigation flume | Photo: Dillon 
O'Hare
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MIRASOL: 
Igniting a Culture Shift 
for Conservation
For nearly 10 years, Palmer has reimagined 

traditional conservation tools and pioneered 

new methods to help keep eastern Pueblo 

County communities intact, local food 

production strong, and the environment 

resilient after a municipality purchased nearly 

a third of the agricultural water rights in the 

county. Equally important, Palmer has built 

strong relationships with the farming and 

the broader Pueblo community. Community 

support is essential for the Bessemer Project 

to succeed, and protecting the remaining 

farms and water is vital to maintaining a 

critical mass of highly productive farms. 

To reach and connect with a broader 

audience, Palmer crafted a storytelling and 

community engagement tool to share a 

compelling story to emphasize conservation's 

importance to Pueblo—and the West.

Palmer recruited renowned filmmaker 

Ben Knight to direct a thought-provoking 

documentary—MIRASOL, Looking at the 

Sun. The film captures an intimate portrait 

of a rural farming community in Pueblo as 

they seek to protect their water, land, and, in 

turn, their culture and livelihood. It premiered 

at the prestigious Big Sky Film Festival in 

Missoula, Montana, in February 2024. 

MIRASOL then debuted in Pueblo to 

a sold-out audience of more than 400 

people. The film received cheers, tears, 

and a standing ovation. We couldn’t 

have hoped for anything more than the 

Pueblo community to embrace the film.  

The film was nominated for three awards 

and screened at over 50 events and film 

festivals in 2024, including Colorado’s 

MEET THE EXECUTIVE CO-PRODUCERS OF MIRASOL: 
Brandon Johnson and 
Dr. Paula Dionisio

MIRASOL

Still from Mirasol, Looking at the Sun | Photo: Ben Knight

Brandon Johnson and Dr. Paula Dionisio at the Pueblo 
premiere  of MIRASOL, Looking at the Sun

Telluride Mountain Film Festival, 5Point 

Adventure Film Festival, and Crested 

Butte Film Festival. Palmer’s 2024 tour 

of MIRASOL concluded with the Denver 

premiere, where Attorney General Phil 

Weiser provided opening remarks and 

an inspiring on-stage conversation with 

key legislators, water managers, and 

business and community leaders. 

Embraced by the water community 

across Colorado, MIRASOL has opened 

doors, provided Palmer with an 

opportunity to contribute to pertinent 

water conversations with organizations 

throughout Colorado in 2024, and assisted 

with expanding Palmer’s water program. 

“We believe in the 
power of MIRASOL and 
its ability to inspire 
people to protect farms 
and water. We stand 
behind that belief as 
an impact partner and 
encourage others who 
care about farms, the 
Pueblo Chile, and local 
food to do the same.”

Jack Goble, P.E., General 
Manager, Lower Arkansas Valley 
Water Conservancy District  

After seeing an early cut of MIRASOL, 

Brandon Johnson and Dr. Paula Dionisio 

saw great potential in the story beyond 

the poignant film and became Executive 

Co-Producers of the project. “We’ve always 

felt it is important to be involved in our 

community and support projects that make 

a difference,” explained Johnson and Dr. 

Dionisio. “MIRASOL not only focuses on our 

hometown but also brings to the forefront 

the importance of water in the West and 

its effects on community agriculture.” 

“MIRASOL is a great 
tool to spread the 
word and bring new 
people into Palmer’s 
conservation work.” 

"We appreciate how Palmer Land Conservancy 

creates different channels for people to engage 

in conservation,” shared Johnson while he 

reflected on year since the film debuted in 

Colorado 2024. “From those who support 

outdoor recreation, the preservation of open 

space and habitat, to local agriculture, Palmer 

is one organization that provides solutions to 

many of the issues facing Southern Colorado.”

“The best arguments in the world won't 
change a person's mind. The only thing 

that can do that is a good story.”

RICHARD POWERS, PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING NOVELIST

THANK YOU TO ALL OF 
OUR FILM PARTNERS

Brandon Johnson and Dr. Paula Dionisio
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ADVANCING CONSERVATION: 
Updates on the Southeast Colorado 
Focus Landscape Initiative
Designed to address critical issues facing southeast Colorado 

and the broader state, the Southeast Colorado Focus Landscape 

Initiative leverages funding from the Gates Family Foundation 

to create long-term conservation and community impacts. 

In 2024, Palmer and our partners implemented projects 

that address water scarcity, the urban-rural divide, habitat 

2024 PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

Silver Mountain 
TNC purchased the 11,038-acre Silver Mountain property in 2021 to prevent its development. 

After finalizing a conservation easement, the property will be sold to a neighboring ranching 

family. Silver Mountain provides habitat for various large mammals, migratory birds, raptors, 

and other wildlife. Twelve miles of the North Abeyta Creek flow through the ranch.

FORTIFYING THE FUTURE:
The SOAR Initiative and Sentinel 
Landscapes Partnership
Decades ago, when the military established 

five premier bases and installations on 

the outskirts of Colorado Springs, open 

lands provided a natural buffer between 

base operations and the city. As Colorado 

Springs has grown, however, the open 

land perimeter between the town and the 

military bases has diminished, risking 

the effectiveness and continued viability 

of these military installations that greatly 

bolster the economy of the region.

In 2023, The Nature Conservancy, The Trust 

for Public Land, Palmer Land Conservancy, 

and the Department of Defence launched 

a new initiative: Security, Open Space, 

and Agricultural Resiliency (SOAR). This 

multi-year endeavor aims to protect 

a minimum of 80,000 acres of high-

priority open spaces, wildlife habitat, and 

agricultural lands vital for military training 

areas across the Pikes Peak region.

As the SOAR partners worked to conserve 

the first properties to protect vital short-

grass prairies and safeguard crucial Air 

Force training areas, they ventured into the 

promising realm of collaboration with the 

esteemed Sentinel Landscapes Partnership. 

This transformative alliance holds the 

potential to amplify conservation efforts 

while unlocking vital funding pathways 

significantly. Sentinel Landscapes are not 

just a designation; they represent a powerful 

convergence of conservation, working lands, 

and national defense interests, creating 

a harmonious balance where nature and 

community thrive. Through this partnership, 

we can foster healthier ecosystems and 

ensure our nation's defense needs are 

met, paving the way for a sustainable and 

secure future for generations to come. 

Sentinel Landscapes are anchored by at 

least one high-value military installation 

and contain high-priority lands for the 

U.S. Departments of Defense, Agriculture, 

Interior, and FEMA. Critically, they 

encompass agricultural or forestry 

lands with clear landscape-scale 

objectives for ecological resilience. 

For the Pikes Peak Region to be considered 

for a Sentinel Landscape designation, a 

comprehensive coalition must complete 

a multi-year application process. Palmer 

has stepped up to manage the application 

and recruited Amy Filipiak to collaborate 

with all the partners to complete the 

multi-phase submittal. Amy coordinates 

with a dynamic and extensive coalition of 

federal, state, regional, and local partners 

working across multiple interests, such as 

agriculture, fire resilience, watershed health, 

emergency management, infrastructure, 

energy, species habitat, national security, 

recreation, and resource conservation. 

fragmentation, climate resilience, and military readiness. The 

initiative has leveraged investments to create significant on-

the-ground impacts and demonstrates that conservation is also 

an investment in communities. Palmer expresses our sincere 

gratitude to the Gates Family Foundation for their partnership.

Huerfano River Canyon Ranch
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) acquired this 10,370-acre property in September 2024, 

which contains critical prairie habitat. TNC plans to place a conservation easement on the 

property and resell it. The project will protect 11 miles of the Huerfano River, which amounts 

to 10% of its length from its headwaters at Mt. Blanca to its confluence with the Arkansas 

River, which provides ideal year-round habitat for significant numbers of large mammals. 

Trinidad Ballot Measure 
Palmer collaborated with the Trust for Public Land and the City of Trinidad to promote a 

ballot measure to fund community projects. This measure passed in November 2024 and 

will provide approximately $1 million for tourism, cultural, and recreation projects in 2025.

The Initiative also funded Palmer’s work on the Bessemer Farmland 

Conservation Project, Las Animas Consolidated and Extension Water Sharing 

Program, Sentinel Landscape Regional Collaboration, and the MIRASOL 

Community Impact Campaign—all featured throughout the report.

LAND FOR FOOD LAND FOR NATURE

Photo: Lauryn Wachs

Huerfano River Canyon Ranch | 
Photo: Galen Guerrero Murphy, 
The Nature Conservancy

Silver Mountain | Photo: 
Anna Sofia Vera, The Nature 
Conservancy

Bohart Ranch | Photo: Bob Stocker

Bohart Ranch | Photo: Tegan May, The Nature Conservancy
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Photo: Wesley Trimble, Palmer Land Conservancy

Equipping the Next Generation of 
Conservationists
Palmer Land Conservancy is committed to fostering a deep 

appreciation for nature and inspiring the next generation of land 

stewards. In conjunction with Palmer’s growing community 

outreach capacity, youth engagement greatly expanded in 2024. 

Through various programs, Palmer offered opportunities for 

all ages to engage in conservation and develop responsibility 

for Colorado's natural resources, including fellowships for 

college students and programs for teens and children.

Heather Campbell Chaney Environmental Fellowship 
For the last decade, a Colorado College student has joined Palmer's stewardship team each summer, gaining hands-on experience in 

land management and conservation. In 2024, geography student Jordan McMurtry monitored various public open spaces conserved 

by Palmer. This fellowship offers valuable career experience and honors Emeritus Trustee Heather Campbell Chaney's legacy. 

Teen Engagement at Cheyenne Mountain Zoo 
Palmer staff visited the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo’s teen program to share personal stories 

about their journeys into conservation, providing relatable insights and inspiration. The 

visit featured a screening of "MIRASOL, Looking at the Sun." The event offered knowledge 

and actionable steps to motivate the teens to actively engage in conservation efforts. 

Jr. Land Lover Activity Book
Dedicated to nurturing a love for nature in younger children, Palmer created a printable 

resource to nurture children's passion for nature and conservation in their backyard. 

Staff shared Palmer’s work and distributed the activity book in elementary schools and at 

community events like farmer’s markets. 

Colorado College Student Volunteers 
Colorado College students gain conservation experience while dedicating 200+ 

hours to advancing Palmer's mission. As part of the environmental studies program, 

students worked with Palmer's stewardship and external affairs teams, participating 

in field days for noxious weed management, wildflower seeding, and forestry 

management. They also cleaned up trash in Palmer-conserved areas and helped 

with event setup. These volunteers expanded Palmer's Colorado producers list for 

our food guide, improved map data, and compiled research for e-bike policy.

LAND FOR PEOPLE

Avenger Open Space | Photo: Wesley Trimble

Avenger Open Space | Photo: Wesley Trimble 

Teens work on an activity highlighting their favorite 
memories outside. | Photo: Carrie Supino

Students learn stewardship techniques from Theron 
Verna, Land Stewardship Manager. | Photo:  Wesley 
Trimble
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Palmer is partnering with the City of Woodland Park to protect 120 

acres of public open space for future generations. Great Outdoors 

Colorado and a passionate group of residents played a critical role 

in Woodland Park acquiring this property, which will more than 

double the public open space in Woodland Park’s park system. 

AVENGER OPEN SPACE:  
Working to Permanently Protect a 
New Open Space for Woodland Park

Encompassing a narrow band of pine forests with interspersed 

groves of aspen and scrub oak, Avenger Open Space contains 

rolling fields of wildflowers, all perfectly set against the backdrop 

of the majestic north slopes of Pikes Peak across the valley. 

Hiking through a remote Piñon-juniper woodland in southern Colorado, 
my son and I were awestruck to be suddenly inside a flock of migrating 

bluebirds. Living in this time when our attention is relentlessly shattered, the 
experience of beauty and silence and wildness is a call, not to inattention, 
but to attunement, and attuning to the gifts of the natural world requires 

our reciprocity: to become fierce and fulsome protectors of all life.

SIRI EVERETT, PALMER MEMBER
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Connecting People with the Land
To achieve the ambitious goals within our strategic plan, 

we recognize the importance of connecting more people to 

conservation. Introducing the community to the critical work 

of land conservation through events is essential for fostering 

a deeper understanding and appreciation of the Colorado 

Good Life. Such events create opportunities for individuals 

to engage with fellow land lovers, embrace nature, learn 

about conservation efforts, and recognize the importance 

of protecting land and water for future generations. This 

sense of ownership and partnership not only enhances 

IN 2024, PALMER HOSTED  40  EVENTS

ENGAGING  2,900  INDIVIDUALS

UP FROM 20 EVENTS AND 558 INDIVIDUALS IN 2023

LAND FOR PEOPLE

public support for conservation initiatives but also builds 

a more informed and active community dedicated to 

protecting our communities' natural beauty and health. 

TENACITY: Women in Conservation 2024
Hosted by Palmer Land Conservancy for the 8th year, this signature event 

highlighted the challenges and triumphs of leaders in their respective fields and 

provided insight for future conservationists. Anchored by the on-stage conversation 

with three influential women (listed below), attendees enjoyed a cocktail and 

hors d’oeuvres reception while gaining a deeper understanding of conservation 

efforts in the region. The event continues to forge a stronger network of women 

committed to protecting Colorado and inspiring the next generation of land lovers.

Guest Speakers
Kate Greenberg | Colorado’s first female Commissioner of 

Agriculture, has led the Colorado Department of Agriculture 

since 2018 and has advocated for federal farm policy. 

Nancy Henjum | Colorado Springs City Councilmember for 

District 5, has worked as a clinical therapist, a chief operating 

officer, and now runs her own leadership consultancy. 

Andrea Miller | Founder and CEO of YourTango, Andrea is 

dedicated to fostering meaningful connections and believes that 

nature greatly benefits people and their loved ones.

Bike the Bessemer 2024
Bringing nearly 150 cyclists together, the fourth annual Bike the Bessemer delivered a 

thoughtfully curated farm tour on the St. Charles Mesa to emphasize the importance of 

protecting this agricultural gem. The tour highlighted the area’s rich agricultural history 

and the significance of local farming. Participants visited the Williams Seed Store, where 

they learned about the family's 100-year commitment to farming. They also stopped at 

Milberger Farms, where they enjoyed chips and Pueblo Chile salsa while engaging with 

the owner to understand better how unique the Mesa is and hear the story of the people 

behind the produce. Riders also heard from local water experts about the Bessemer 

Ditch and what it takes to get water from the mountains to the Mesa. The day concluded 

with a meal made from local produce and a showing of the film MIRASOL: Looking at the 

Sun. The event underscored the value of supporting local farms to preserve a way of life 

and ensure a sustainable future. 

Women in Action
“Water is the connective tissue between 
people and the land.” - Amy McCoy

Our winter luncheon featured speaker Amy McCoy, a water consultant and a Palmer 

Board of Trustees member who explored the connections between water, land, and 

culture in the Pikes Peak Region. McCoy challenged the audience to view the region 

through the lens of its natural features, such as Pikes Peak and Fountain Creek. She 

emphasized the need to recognize the rights of indigenous communities and the river 

itself. Her presentation highlighted that solutions to today's most pressing issues start 

with finding our own connection, love, and awe for the water and the land that shapes 

our lives. 

Sip and Stroll
The second annual Sip and Stroll featured an immersive hike in the Palmer-protected 

Santa Fe Open Space with locally roasted coffee and delectable pastries in hand. The 

group was joined by the McGuire/Close family, who first conserved the property, and 

Ross Williams, the El Paso County Park Planner responsible for the Open Space’s master 

plan. The group discovered stories of the people and history of the land and hiked away 

with a better understanding of what it takes to protect our most cherished landscapes, 

thanks to the insightful details shared by Catherine, Tom, Ross, and the Palmer team.  

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

Solitude Park protected by Palmer since 2003| Photo: Wesley Trimble Bike the Bessemer 2024 | Photo: Wesley Trimble 

Photo: Wesley Trimble

Photo: Wesley Trimble

Participants chat while strolling along New Santa 
Fe Open Space protected by Palmer since 2007. | 
Photo: Wesley Trimble

Delicious food and good company are hallmarks of 
the Women in Action Luncheons. | Photo: Wesley 
Trimble 

Participants enjoy their first stop at the Williams 
Seed Store. | Photo: Wesley Trimble
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  CURRENT ASSETS FY2024 FY2023

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $3,803,441  $2,562,926 

Accounts, Pledges & Grants Receivable  $67,046  $235,456

Prepaid Expenses  $35,026  $111,689

Right-of-Use Assets - Current $51,909

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS $3,957,422 $2,910,071 

Investments2 $5,235,232 $4,816,772 

Property (Land) & Equipment - Net  $428,739  $389,983

Right-of-Use Asset - Non-current $382,210

TOTAL ASSETS  $10,003,603  $8,116,826 

REVENUE FY2024 FY2023

Investment Income net of fees  $668,963  $442,618

Donations & Grants  $2,195,560  $1,192,746

Program Contributions  $394,759  $595,250

Special Events  $48,625  $72,185

Other  $16,041  $7,687

TOTAL REVENUE   $3,323,947   $2,310,486

CURRENT LIABILITIES FY2024 FY2023

Accounts Payable  $115,585 $67,389

Accrued Liabilities $116,045 $115,574 

Deferred Revenue  $2,058,011 $1,487,540  

Lease Liability - Current $51,909

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES    $2,341,550    $1,670,503

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES FY2024 FY2023

Lease Liability - Non-current $382,210

TOTAL LIABILITIES    $2,723,760    $1,670,503

EXPENSES FY2024 FY2023

Land Preservation  $1,085,007  $1,329,887

Land Stewardship  $334,304  $252,729

General & Administrative  $286,057  $219,919

Outreach & Education  $701,828  $232,952

Fund Development  $83,231  $60,908 

TOTAL EXPENSES   $2,490,427   $2,096,395 

NET ASSETS FY2024 FY2023

Net assets without donor restrictions  $517,607  $529,167

Net assets without donor restrictions — 
Board designated $5,625,215 $5,021,947 

Net assets with donor restrictions $1,137,021 $895,209

TOTAL NET ASSETS   $7,279,843   $6,446,323

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS   $10,003,603   $8,116,826 

FY2024 FY2023

NET ASSETS, beginning of year  $6,446,323  $6,232,232 

NET ASSETS, end of year  $7,279,843  $6,446,323

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS   $ 833,520   $ 214,091

Statement of  
Financial Position

Statement of  
Activities

1 Based on audited financial statements from McMillen & Company, PLLC.

2 Investments include funds held in the Stewardship Fund, which is restricted to 
stewardship program expenses and managed like an endowment. The fund is used to 
monitor and steward all of Palmer’s conserved properties.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Fiscal Year 2024
July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024 1

FISCAL YEAR 2024

Uses of Funds
$2,490,427 		

FISCAL YEAR 2024

Sources of Funds
$3,323,947

Land Preservation 
$1,085,007 

Land Stewardship 
$334,304

General & Administrative 
$286,057

Outreach & Education 
$701,828

Fund Development 
$83,231 

General Contributions 
$2,211,600

Investment Income 
$668,963

Events 
$48,625

Program Contributions 
$394,759

44%

13%

11%

28%

3%

67%
20%

12%1%
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INDIVIDUAL 
DONORS
$25,000+
Cooper, Barry 
and Patricia †

Johnson, Brandon 
and Dr. Paula 
Dionisio ‡

Kitts, Irmgard

Walker, Donis ‡

$10,000-$24,999
Bhatnagar, Sanjay 
and Andrea Miller ‡

Conover, Gary 
and Sally †

Eberhart, Ed 
and Karen ‡

Geary, John 
and Stacy ‡

Griffis, Ian and 
Susan †

Hamann, Corrina 
and Scott

Johnson, Jim ‡

Kast, Dave 
and Dolly † 

League, Michael 
and Anne ‡

$5,000-$9,999
Acker, Kimberlee*

Breakey, Joe 
and Margaret

Case, Mike 
and Patsy

Harwood, Dick †

Hybl, William Jr. 
and Kristel ‡

Marx, Joel and Patti

Mientka, Danny 
and Rebecca

Overlin, Linda 
and Dave †

Russell, Phil 
and Judy

Wenham, Richard 
and P.J. †

$2,500-$4,999
Bivens, Eric 
and Kelly*◊

Bradley, Gary 
and Anne †

Cannon, Carol ‡

Chapman, Kay 
and Jim Gilbert-
Chapman

Clark, David 
and Deborah

Disque, Michael 
and Cherri

Dyson, Mark 
and Vanda ‡

Florence, Paul 
and Kimberly ‡

Hadley, Barbara 
and James

Harbaugh, Dane 
and Andrea

Hildebrant, Gordon 
and Pam Harris

Hoffman, Christina

Kaylan, Kathleen

Kendall, Phillip 
and Meg †

Kuckel, Benjamin †

Mitchell, Mollie 
and John Wilson

Potterat, John 
and Susan

Retherford, Susan

Shields, Ed 
and Nancy

Tracy, George 
and Amy

Williams, Diane

Young, James 
and Ann †

$1,000-$2,499
Aragon, Andrea 
and Darrin Smith* ‡

Askwig, Mona

Barnard, Judy and 
Lee Newhard

Bartolo, Michael 
and Kyle †

Biondo, Brenda and 
Sean McKeown

Bird, David and Lisa

Black, Larry

Borges, Kent and 
Stephanie DiCenzo †

Bradford, Victor 
and Bobbie*

Buettner, Al 
and Leigh

Campbell, Charles 
and Deborah 
Adams †

Curry, Stacey*

Dancer, Mark

Dean, Warren

Dorff, Scott and 
Jennifer*

Dotson, Dawnellen †

Evetts, Randy 
and Lynne ‡

Faricy, Dr. Patrick 
and Nechie

Feffer, Gary 
and Kimberly

Fenter-Snider, 
Jeanne and 
Wayne Snider* †

Fortuin, Nancy*

Foster, Tad and 
Melissa †

Hegeman, 
Whitney and Tim

Hickey, Rich 
and Lisa* †

Hudson, Patricia 

Jewett, Rebecca 
and Winn* †

Joyous, Debbie 
and Mark †

Kenison, Howard* ‡

Larmore, Rob 
and Sandy

Lasater, Alex †

Lee, Jonathan 
and Peggy Berg*

Looysen, Sarah 
and Mike

Lord, David

Martin, Jan

McCoy, Amy and 
Jessica Kranz ‡

Mika, Patrick 
and Jennie

Miller, James 
and Marilyn

Mohrmann, Jeffrey 
and Tilah Larson

Myers, Steve 
and Carol

Nordstrom, Susan*

Onstott, John 
and Laurie †

Pelton, Wendy

Petros, Raymond 
and Catherine

Poyzer, John 
and Marie* †

Ramsay, C. Susie †

Reed, Jim and Susie*

Rome, Ellen and 
Gary Kielpikowski

Ryals, Jarvis 
and Mary Jo

Schaefer, Jerry 
and Yvonne

Schmitt, David

Sellers, Judy †

Sloan, Gurney 
and Lisa

Speer, Brenda 
and Greg Ward*

Stansfield, Carol 
and John

Steele, Catherine* ‡

Stjernholm, 
Christian and Judy ‡

Street, Bob 
and Pam

Street, Max*

Tutt, Bill and 
Frances

Ward, John V. 
and Donna J.

Warren, Bruce 
and Jane †

Weiss, Ann

Whitford, Nancy 
and Todd †

Wills, Matt and Julia †

Winegar, Gary 
and Leanne

Wiseman, Chris 
and Teri* ‡ 

Woodford, Joe 
and Linda

$500-$999
Anderson, Nancy 
and Toby

Becher, David

Bertram, Brandy 
and Daniel

Briggle, Robert 
and Mary Rae

Cameron, Tim 
and Colleen

Daly, Mackenzie

Daniels, Susan and 
William Baker

Flynn, James 
and Ann Marie

Francis, Dani 
and Evan

Gonzalez, Katie 
and Dr. Jaime

Hagge, Judy

Harlan, Megan 
and Geoffrey

Harrington, 
Carey and Tom

Hornbostel, Bill 
and Janice

Hunter, James 
and Louise

Kin, James 
and Eileen †

Larimer, Craig 
and Irene †

Lebel, Stephen 
and Cheryl

Lowe-Moore, Beth

Lucey, Robert 
and Joanne

Marsh, Stephen 
and Pamela †

Rockwell, Elizabeth 
and Kent

Stimpert, Larry 
and Lesley

Thatcher, Darryl 
and Terry

Wilson, Jamie

Wooten, Steve 
and Joy

$100-$499
Aaby, Christopher 
and Matt Hane*

Abbott, Ken*

Aden-Smith, 
Deirdre

Anderson, Jack 
and Rosemary †

Anderson, Michael

Arnold, Margie

Bajza, Perry

Barker, Joel and Pat

Beamer, Kathryn

Beckenhaupt, 
James "Groucho"

Becker, Brian 
and Jill

Beckman, Carol 
and Jim Davies

Bell, Teressa 
"Fawn" and John

Boddington, 
Tim and Cate

Bower, David

Brands, Kristine

Bucciarelli, Charles 
and Cheri

Bucher, Christine

Buell, Susan

Burleson, Pati 
and Peter

Burns, Stormy 
and Shane*

Butler, Brad 
and Paula

Campbell, Susan

Carlino, Marilyn

Chatman, Stephanie*

Cook-Porter, Amy

Cotton, Kane 
and Christina

Crandall, John 
and Kathy*

Cresap, Guy 
and Virginia

Crissey, Michael 
and Linda

Crockett, Douglas 
and Jacqueline

Cunningham, John

Currey, Richard 
and Sue

Cutter, Elizabeth

Cyr, KImberly

Dameron, Thomas

Davis Witherow, 
Leah*

Demmon, John 
and Jan

Derr, Lee †

Devore, Lisa

Doerr, Patricia

Doherty, Tracy

Dunn, Lawrence 
and Laurel

Durham, Elly

Eckstein, Paul 
and Denise

Emery, Jake and 
Lisa Davis-Emery

Evans, Thomas

Everett, Siri 
and Ralph ◊

Falcone, Bob and 
Joanne Peterson-
Falcone*

Fanning, Paul 
and Sylvia*

Filipiak, Amy*

Flaks, Greg 
and Lesley †

Fraser, Nancy 
and Kevin Lloyd

Frazee, Susan

Freudenburg, Patti 
and Tony White †

Fuqua, Keith

Gibbons, Connie

Gomez, Elfego

Gougeon, Tom

Goulding, Philip 
and Ellen

Greenwood, 
Daphne

Guilinger, Mary

Handford, Andy 
and Lynn*

Haney, John 
and Betty

Hanna, Ann

Harris, Steve and 
Michelle Mukatis †

Hawk, John Edward

Hays, Jack and 
Janice Kennedy

Heimerich, Matt 
and Karen Tomky

Henderson, Dr. 
Russell and Anne

Hertneky, William

Hilt, Sandra and 
James Ness

Hochman, Bill 
and Nancy

Hollenbeck, Patrick 
and Karen Walldorf*

Holloway, Patty

Hood, Deb 
and Sonny

Hudspeth, 
Gigot and Eli*

Hunter, Peg 
and Joseph

Iszard, Douglas

Jacobs, Peter 
and Monica

Kaczmarek, 
Stephen

Kahn, Jeff

Keller, David*

Kerschen, John 
and Lyn

Klages, Jim and Lisa

Klein, William 
and Mona

Knapp, Rebecca*

Knecht, Deborah

Knecht, McCall

Koselak, Laura*

Lammers, Brenda †

Lass, Richard 
and Jane

Lenzo, Stephen

Lieber, Chris 
and Vicki †

Livengood, Glen 
and Debbie*

Lowery, Ryan

Luebke, Teresa

Lundberg, 
John "Jack"

Lyon, Andrew*

Mayer, Claudette

McBane, Wendy*

McColgan, Jeanine*

McDonald, Linnea

McEvers, Michael

McLain, Betty 
and Jerry

Melendez, Carlos 
and Julia*

Monack, Janet

Monar, Astrid and 
Willie Phillips

Morrison, Howard 
and Marcy †

Mowle, Tom

Murray, Lynne 
and David

Myers, Stanley 
and R Maureen

Nackord, Kristie †

Nelson, Jim and Pat

Nelson, Kent 
and Dee †

Northrup, Haley

Norton, Beth 
and Tim

Norton, John 
and Peggy

O'Connor, Barbel

O'Donnell, 
Cathryn Wilson

Odello, Theresa*

Oliveira, Mario 
and Dianne

Otto, John 

and Lynne

Ozer, Renee

Pagano, Dawn

Panepinto, John 

and Regina

Petersilie, Wade 

and Karen †

Peterson, Margo

Petrie, Henry

Pike, Dan

Presti, Susan

Rastrelli, Paul 

and Karen*

Reichel, Maggie*

Richardson, Horst 

and Helen

Ricker, Kathleen

Rigney, Lori 

and Sander

Riker, John H. and 

Marcia Dobson

Riphenburg, Lloyd

Ross, Carl

Ross, Jim and Barb

Roszmann, 

Deborah* ◊

Rudin, David

Sartoris, John 

and Elaine

Sather, Mark 

and Cindi

Schler, Jon 

and Tammy

Schneider, Robert 

and Tracy*

Sellars, Tracy

Seybold, William*

Shanks, Robert and 

Sally Meadows-

Shanks

Skoglund, Todd*

Skoog, Kristin

Smith, Carla-Rae*

This Work is Made Possible 
with the Support of our Donors
Our generous donors make conservation possible. 

Beyond appreciating the vast beauty of Colorado, they 

courageously protect the Colorado Good Life—forever. 

We are deeply grateful to our members, funders, and partners 

dedicated to safeguarding the land. Thanks to your generosity, 

Palmer has been empowered to make significant progress 

in 2024, enhancing conservation efforts in Colorado. We 

celebrate and express our gratitude to you, our members, for 

your steadfast support in protecting everything we cherish 

about Colorado for generations to come. Thank you for being 

part of this incredible journey towards a brighter future.

Bear Creek Regional Park | Photo: Wesley Trimble

* Monthly recurring donor    † Alumni Trustee Board Member  ‡ Current Trustee    ◊ Women In Conservation Committee Member * Monthly recurring donor    † Alumni Trustee Board Member  ‡ Current Trustee    ◊ Women In Conservation Committee Member
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Thank you to the following land-loving businesses 
who have joined Palmer as annual business members.

VISIONARY LEVEL

INDIVIDUAL 
DONORS 
$100-$499 
(continued)  
Sondermann, Gary 
and Julie Foster

Spaulding, Robin 
and Steve

Steinhour, Bill 
and Nissa* †

Stith, Karen 
and John †

Strain, Barbara*

Strouss, Janet and 
Rich Tallman

Suggs, Lindsey

Sundman, Jennifer

Tenney, Duncan 
and Virginia

Terven, Pauleta

Thayer, Kent 
and Nancye

Theisen, KC 
and Henry

Tortessi, Frank 
and Melinda

Trenchick, Cori*

Ulrich, Frank

Vollmar, John 
and Lorelei

Walker, Melissa 
and Les Goss †

Wegner, Allen 
and Rebecca

Weiland, Jan and 
Alan Gregory

Wendling, Paula

Woodward, Tina

UP TO $100
Ahlin, David 
and Malissa*

Allen, Daniel

Anzuini, Karen*

Archuleta, Dianne

Arlow, Janis

Arnn, Kim

Arrowsmith, Beth

Bailey, Christine

Barrera, Joe

Baum, Michael 
and Patrice 
Rhoades-Baum

Beck, Melinda

Beers, Nancy

Bentley, Nancy and 
John Atkinson

Bentley, Susan 
and Leonard

Biedermann, 
William and Laurel

Billek, Donna and 
Julian Bucknall

Bogue. Larry 
and Deb

Boortz, William

Bosenbecker, 
Marilyn and Don

Bowen, Barbara

Britton, Mike 
and Tanja

Brown, Cordell 
and Carol

Brown, Kristin

Brumer, Leah

Buchanan, Teri

Byer, Beth and Paul

Carlson, Virginia 
and David Doman

Castle, Tom 
and Michaela

Ciccone, William 
and Patty

Clover, Catherine

Cobb, Jerry and 
Elizabeth

Collier, Lauren

Contreras, Darrel 
and Tina Garcia

Cover, Sheila

Cox, Damon

Cwiak, Lorna

Davidson, Adam 
and Abby*

Denby, Dennis 
and Lynn

Dickey, Preston

Dlugos, Margaret 
and Tom

Donovan, Leigh

Dove, Raleigh 
and Lewis

Drummond, Margo

Ebersohl, Jenine

Ellis, John

Erickson, Jan and 
Jon Thomas*

Evitt, Regula

Fernandez, 
Alison "Ali"*

Fitzkee, Diane L.

Flint, Eric

Fontenot, Amy

Frank, Mark

Frisbie, Barbara

Fry, Alison

Gallardo, Patricia

Gerber, Judy

Gerrett, Sierra

Glasoe, Jerry 
and Angela

Glatzmaier, Greg 
and Mary Laird

Gonzalez, Patricia

Hall, Candice

Halliburton, 
Candace

Hamamoto, Pam 
and George

Hanagan, Eric 
and Kim

Hanger, Richard

Hanna, Maggie

Hannan, John

Hays, Matt

Hearon, Ray 
and Susan

Henson, Carolyn

Hertneky, Christian*

Hodges, Linda

Holmes, Kathleen

Horton, Dorothy 
and Kurt

Iverson, Linda 
and Lyle

Johnson-Fay, 
Ellen and Barry

Johnson, William Jr

Johnston, Spencer

Jones, Susan

Kell, David

Ketchmark, Su

King, Jacqueline

Kipp, Vicky

Knorr, Margaret

Krieger, Douglas

Krimm, Dorothy

Kuzmiak, JoAnn

Lehman, Delynne

Lewis, Sharon 
and Andrew

Lickert, Chuck 
and Jennifer*

Linkhart, Brian

Malsan, Janet

Martinez, Glenda

Mayer, Adam

Mayo, William

McCready, Kelley 
and Anne

Meyer, Kellie

Miller, Richard

Miller, Wynn

Mitchell, Cynthia

Moershel, Carolyn

Moore, Megan

Mortensen, Jody

Muller, Jean

Mundy, Catherine 
and Loran

Murillo, Megan 
and Sergio

Neff, Lisa

Neufeld, Sue

Nichol, Liz

O'Hare, Dillon

Oden, Walter 
and Melissa

Ortega, Abby

Palmer, Zachary

Parks, Ashley*

Patrizio, Roger

Perzentka, Lisa

Pujol, Deann 
and Matt

Pulvermacher, Mary

Remple, Margaret

Rice, Jeff

Rice, Marci

Riesterer, Ken 
and Christine*

Rigney, Michael 
and Theresa

Rodriguez, Julie

Rowe, Adam and 
Karen Stufflebeam

Ruskin, Bill 
and Brigette 

Russell, Alesandra

Sagen, Deborah 
and Tim Davis

Sakkal, Serena

Sauer, Robin

Schniper, Matthew

Schooler, Karen †

Shafer, Robert

Shelton, Wade

Silverman, 
Makendra

Sjostrom, Sharon

Smith, Richard 
and Joy

Sondermann, Eric

Souchek, Frances

Standaert, Dick 
and Lorrie Werner

Stolz, James

Stoneham, Emily

Sutela, Cory 

and Andrea

Swiatek, Amy

Tarquino, Ralph

Thatcher, Gregg 
and Pam

Theobald, Chuck 
and Rebecca

Toll, Coreen 
and Shanti

Trimble, Wesley 
and Laura

Trudeau, Justin and 
Rebecca Sickbert

Vandenberg, Emily

Van Voorhis, Carol

Vandiver, Josh

Wachs, Gayle 
and Arnold

Walker, Judith

Wallace, Claire

Wetzig, Melissa

Wilson, Nancy

Wilson, Nicole*

Woods, Caitlin*

Young, Lynn

Zacapa, Daniel

ORGANIZATIONS 
& FOUNDATIONS
Accenture

Aegon 
Transamerica 
Foundation

American 
Farmland Trust

Anschutz Family 
Foundation

Black Hills Colorado 
Electric, Inc.

Brylak Law

Cisco

Colorado College

Colorado Housing 
and Finance 
Authority

Colorado State 
University - Pueblo

Colorado 
Water Trust

El Pomar 
Foundation

First Horizon 
Foundation

Flying Diamond 
Ranch Foundation

Gates Family 
Foundation

GEI Consultants, 
Inc.

Great American 
Utility

Great Outdoors 
Colorado

Greater Pueblo 
Chamber of 
Commerce

Haberland 
Mordecai 
Family Fund

Heather 
Campbell Chaney 
Environmental 
Fellowship Fund

Joseph Henry 
Edmondson 
Foundation

Kroger

Land Trust Alliance

Lower Arkansas 
Valley Water 
Conservancy 
District

Lyons Gaddis

Mabel Horrigan 
Foundation

McGlinchey Sexton 
Conservation LLC

MDC/Richmond 
American Homes 
Foundation

Merlin Foundation

Pikes Peak Fund 
for Conservation

Pikes Peak 
Marathon, Inc.

Pueblo Water

Southeastern 
Colorado Water 
Conservancy 
District

Speedy Shine 
Brightly Fund 

State of Colorado

The Bingo Tutt Fund

The James and 
Helen McCaffery 
Charitable Trust

The Meadows 
Charitable Fund

The Nature 
Conservancy

UCHealth

Upper Arkansas 
Water Conservancy 
District

IN-KIND 
CONTRIBUTORS
Amy Triandiflou 
Public Relations

Bristol Brewing 
Company

Conservation 
Law, P.C.

DataStream 
Consulting LLC

Lee Derr

Lyons Gaddis

McMillen & 
Company, PLLC

Musso Farms

Norwood 
Limited, Inc.

Presley's the 
Lunchbox

The Pinery 
at the Hill 

The Sherman Hotel

Tideshift Studio Inc.

Timmins LLC

Upslope Brewing 
Company

IN HONOR
In 2024, gifts were 
made in honor 
of the following 
individuals:

Alex and Nicolas 
Bhatnagar

Carol Mordecai 
Myers

Carrie Supino

BUSINESS MEMBERS

Dave and Cheryl 
Conley

Elizabeth Joan 
Dancer

Eva and Kyle

Harry Hall

Jeanine McColgan

Joe Yarrow and 
Carmen Baehr

John Norton

Kristel Hybl

Marilyn Frydrych

Mark and Mindy 
Mahler

Michael Leon 
Fontenot

Mike Bartolo

Ryan Fulmer

Sue Wilson

Susan Weber Hess

MEMORIALS
Biagio Granato

Bill and Twila 
Galbraith

Bonnie Hannan

George and 
Marie Hertneky

Gina Carlino

Henry Harris Parker

James Joseph 
Menno

Janet Conover

Jerry Retherford

Jim Nordstrom

John & Judy Wilson

Kristin McLain

Molly Filipiak

Sean C. O'Donnell

Susan Clarke

DONOR-ADVISED 
FUNDS
We acknowledge 
Pikes Peak 
Community 
Foundation and 
the numerous 
donors who give 
through their donor-
advised funds.

TRAILBLAZER LEVEL

GUARDIAN LEVEL FRIEND LEVEL

THE PURPLE MOUNTAIN GROUP  
AT MORGAN STANLEY

* Monthly recurring donor    † Alumni Trustee Board Member  ‡ Current Trustee    ◊ Women In Conservation Committee Member
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Palmer Staff

 PALMER LAND CONSERVANCY

LEADERSHIP TEAM
Board of Trustees 2024

VOICES OF COMMITMENT

Palmer Land Conservancy 
Members Make an Impact

“I believe that the causes we support reflect who we are and the values 

we hold. I do my best to get involved whenever I can to help protect the 

incredible beauty of this state I’m lucky to call home. But it’s comforting to 

know my membership is still making a difference when I can't be there in 

person. I support the Palmer Land Conservancy because I cherish Colorado’s 

natural landscapes, outdoor activities, and locally grown food. Plus, I love 

meeting new people—so I hope to see you at the next Palmer event!”

Chuck Likert, Monthly Donor from Pueblo

REBECCA JEWETT
President and Chief Executive Officer

AMANDA BRUNNERT 
Operations Manager

JOLENE COLLINS 
Community Engagement Manager

AMY FILIPIAK 
Regional Project Manager

STEPHEN HARRIS 
Land Stewardship Director

JEFF JACKSON 
Conservation Transactions Director

JULIA JOHNSTON 
Executive Assistant and Board Liaison

JEANINE MCCOLGAN
Finance Director

ASTRID MONAR 
Membership and Events Manager

KRISTIE NACKORD
Vice President, Agricultural Impact

DILLON O'HARE
Senior Conservation Manager

NISSA STEINHOUR
Chief Operating Officer

CARRIE SUPINO 
Community Engagement Coordinator

WESLEY TRIMBLE 
Communications Manager

THERON VERNA 
Stewardship Manager

NICOLE WILSON 
Vice President, Philanthropy 

DIRECTORS
ANDREA ARAGON
Pueblo County

SANJAY BHATNAGAR
El Paso County

CAROL CANNON
El Paso County

GENERAL ED EBERHART
El Paso County

RANDY EVETTS
Pueblo County

KIMBERLY FLORENCE
El Paso County

JIM JOHNSON
El Paso County

HOWARD KENISON
Denver County

ALEX LASATER
Elbert County

AMY MCCOY
El Paso County

CATHERINE STEELE
El Paso County

DONIS WALKER
El Paso County

CHRIS WISEMAN
Pueblo County

OFFICERS 
JOHN GEARY
El Paso County
Chair

BJ HYBL
El Paso County
Vice Chair

VANDA DYSON
Jefferson County
Secretary

MICHAEL LEAGUE
El Paso County
Treasurer

Catamount Open Space protected by Palmer since 1997 | Photo: Wesley Trimble 

“We’ve been really fortunate to live and retire in Colorado. When we looked at estate planning, we wanted to 

support the organizations that enhance our lives. We love our open spaces and the preservation of our agricultural 

resources and are thrilled to know that our legacy gift will help to protect these special places forever.”

Barry and Pat Cooper, Palmer Donors 

Chuck Likert

ASK US ABOUT MAKING A LEGACY GIFT.

Want to help protect 
Colorado's future? 

Email: Philanthropy@PalmerLand.org
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PalmerLand.org
info@palmerland.org  |  719.632.3236

PUEBLO OFFICE 
121 W. City Center, Suite 200B 

Pueblo, CO 81003

COLO SPRINGS OFFICE 
102 S. Tejon Street, Suite 920 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
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